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                    Our history

                    
                        Kaiser Permanente’s groundbreaking integrated care model has evolved through the decades — and we’re still improving care delivery for our members to this day. 
                    

                

            

        

    























    
    







    
        
            

                
                
                    
                    

    
    

    
    

    
    
        
            
                
                

            
        

    

    
    
        
            
            

            
                How we evolved

            
            
                Discover our roots in the Great Depression and World War II shipyards and see how we’ve been revolutionizing care delivery since 1945. 

            

            
                See how we got started
            

        

    



                

                
                

            

        

    


























    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
                        



    
    







    

        
        
            
            

    
        
            

            

            Pioneers and groundbreakers

            
            
        

    

    

        

        
        

    






    



                    

                
                    
                        
                        



    
    







    

        
        
            
            

    
        
            

            
            Our integrated care model

            
            
        

    

    

        

        
        

    






    



                    

                
                    
                        
                        



    
    







    

        
        
            
            

    
        
            

            
            Innovation and research

            
            
        

    

    

        

        
        

    






    



                    

                
                    
                        
                        



    
    







    

        
        
            
            

    
        
            

            

            Early leaders in equity and inclusion

            
            
        

    

    

        

        
        

    






    



                    

                
            

        

    




















    
        
            

                
                
                    
                    

    
    

    
    

    
    
        
            
                
                

            
        

    

    
    
        
            
            

            
                Groundbreaking moments

            
            
                Explore how people, medicine, and technology came together to shape Kaiser Permanente's mission: to provide high-quality, affordable health care services and to improve the health of our members and the communities we serve. 

            

            
                View the timeline
            

        

    



                

                
                

            

        

    


























    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
                        



    
    


    
    
    
        



    
    

















    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
                        



    
    

    Want to learn more about Kaiser Permanente history?





    




    



                    

                
                    
                        
                        



    
    


    
        Contact our historian
    



    




    



                    

                
                    
                        
                        



    
    


    




    



                    

                
            

        

    












    



    






    



                    

                
            

        

    














    
    
    
        



    
    

















    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
                        



    
    

    More about our history
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                [image: Kaiser Permanente Watts Counseling and Learning Center]
            

            
                February 13, 2024

                A legacy of life-changing community support and partnership

                The Kaiser Permanente Watts Counseling and Learning Center started as a …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: Sidney R. Garfield, MD, and Henry J. Kaiser review designs for 3 modern Kaiser Permanente hospitals for Walnut Creek, San Francisco, and Los Angeles in 1953. ]
            

            
                October 17, 2023

                How Kaiser Permanente evolved

                Sidney R. Garfield, MD, and Henry J. Kaiser came together to pioneer an …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: The automated multiphasic health test was supported by the IBM System 360 in the Kaiser Permanente Oakland Hospital computer center in 1966. ]
            

            
                September 13, 2023

                Transforming the medical record

                Kaiser Permanente’s adoption of disruptive technology in the 1970s sparked …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: Mary Carroll accepts the Merit flag from Rear Admiral Howard L. Vickery on July 19, 1942.]
            

            
                May 2, 2023

                Women lead an industrial revolution at the Kaiser Shipyards

                Early women workers at the Kaiser shipyards diversified home front World …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: Eastine Cowner removing coatings and corrosion from Liberty ship SS George Washington Carver at the Kaiser Richmond shipyard in 1943.]
            

            
                April 25, 2023

                Hannah Peters, MD, provides essential care to ‘Rosies’

                When thousands of women industrial workers, often called “Rosies,” joined …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: woman conducting a medical exam on a baby who's being held by its mother]
            

            
                May 26, 2022

                Nurse practitioners: Historical advances in nursing

                A doctor shortage in the late 1960s and an innovative partnership helped …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: The "Baby in the Drawer" hospital room from 1953 ]
            

            
                September 10, 2021

                ‘Baby in the drawer’ helped turn the tide for breastfeeding

                This innovation in rooming-in allowed newborns to stay close to mothers …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: Woman seated behind desk with 4 men standing in front]
            

            
                August 25, 2021

                Kaiser Permanente’s history of nondiscrimination

                Our principles of diversity and our inclusive care began during World War …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: Black and white photograph of a man in the Kaiser Richmond shipyard wearing a hard hat and goggles on his head]
            

            
                July 22, 2021

                A long history of equity for workers with disabilities

                In Henry J. Kaiser’s shipyards, workers were judged by their abilities, …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: 1942 newspaper clipping with image of Kaiser shipyard worker hires from New York en route to Portland.]
            

            
                June 2, 2021

                Path to employment: Black workers in Kaiser shipyards

                Kaiser Permanente, Henry J. Kaiser’s sole remaining institutional legacy, …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: Kaiser Permanente Richmond Medical Center circa 1943.]
            

            
                February 22, 2021

                The Permanente Richmond Field Hospital

                Forlorn and all but forgotten, it played a proud role during the World …

            

        
    



    
    
    
    
        
            
                [image: vintage photograph of 3 women wearing 1960s era nursing uniforms]
            

            
                September 28, 2020

                A legacy of disruptive innovation

                Proceeds from a new book detailing the history of the Kaiser Foundation …
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            News and views from one of America’s leading health care providers and not-for-profit health plans.

        

        

            	
                        
                            On this site
                        

                        
                            News
                        
                            Health & Wellness
                        
                            Who We Are
                        
                            Commitments & Impact
                        
                    
	
                        
                            More sites
                        

                        
                            kp.org
                        
                            Find a health plan
                        
                            Member assistance
                        
                            School of Medicine
                        
                            Permanente Medicine
                        
                            Institute for Health Policy
                        
                            Careers
                        
                    
	
                    Connect

                    	
                            Facebook
                        
	
                            Twitter
                        
	
                            LinkedIn
                        
	
                            YouTube
                        
	
                            Instagram
                        
	
                            Pinterest
                        
	
                            Feed
                        


                


        

    

    
        
            
                Terms and Conditions
        
            
                Privacy Statement
        
            
                Site Policies
        
            
                Site Feedback
        

    






    




            
    
    
    
    








    







    






    
    







    

    

            

        
    